TABLE TENNIS ULSTER

Tournaments and training in Great Britain and abroad

All players who enter for tournaments or train outside Ireland are required to have the permission of the ITTA to enter and travel.  This permission must be sought through the Ulster Branch, who will forward a request to the ITTA.  This permission will normally be given, but should not be assumed.  Players who travel without permission will not be covered by any ITTA or Ulster Branch insurance policies and may be liable to sanctions.

When travelling as an Ulster team or group the Ulster Branch has responsibility for players and their welfare.  All players should respect the authority of the Branch whilst involved in the trip and should not act in an independent fashion.

In the case of junior players it is the responsibility of the parent(s) to ensure that satisfactory supervision arrangements are in place, and that the players abide by any Code of Conduct in place at the time. The Code of Conduct expects that all staff, coaches, parents and volunteers involved with junior players are aware of, and comply with, the Child protection Policy of TTU.  It is recommended that each adult on any trip is responsible for no more than 10 children, and for parties of mixed gender there should be at least two adults responsible, one male, one female.  
By agreeing to be included in any trip all players, coaches and chaperones will be assumed to have agreed to the Code of Conduct and they should be familiar with that Code.

The High Performance Coach and the Performance Committee will advise on the suitability of each event or training venue for the player, and their advice can be sought.  In this context the Branch reserve the right to determine whether the request is in the interests of the player and/or the Branch, and will do their best to treat all requests fairly and without prejudice.
Funding arrangements have changed since 1 April 2009.  Up to that time Sport NI provided the Branch with funds to assist with travel, but as this is no longer the case funds for trips are limited and this will restrict the number of trips outside Ireland that the Branch is able to fund and undertake.  Players may be prepared to travel at their own expense, but this still requires the requisite permissions to be obtained.
More detailed guidelines for the organisation of trips for under-age players can be obtained in the booklet Safe Sport Away from the NSPCC at www.thecpsu.org.uk. 
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